
Pastor’s Circle - Sermon Tools  

‘Finding Purpose When Life Doesn’t Make Sense’ - six sermons on the life of Joseph 

 

Sermon Six: How will you be remembered? - JOSEPH and HIS LEGACY 

 

Central idea: 

Some of the most extraordinary legacies belong to ordinary people - who live a life of 

faithfulness.  

 

Main points: 

1. God uses the ordinary in extraordinary ways 

2. A legacy that lasts: Joseph was a man of ...  

3. Faith Counts - a lot 

 

Sermon Outline 

 

1. God uses the ordinary in extraordinary ways 

a. We all will leave a legacy 

b. Some of the most extraordinary legacies can belong to the most ordinary 

people.  

c. Modelling faith daily matters  

 

2. A legacy that lasts: Joseph was a man of ...  

a. Loyalty 

b. Forgiveness  

c. Perspective - God is ultimately in control 

                                                          … can the same be said of us? 



 

3. Faith Counts - a lot 

a. The New Testament also remembers Joseph for his faith 

b. Faith in God extends beyond our own generation and circumstances 

c. A legacy of faith of one of the greatest investments you can make 

 
 
 
 
 

Transcript 
 
 

 
Have you ever wondered about how you will be remembered?  It’s a sobering thought, but 

it's also an important question for each one of us. What will YOU be remembered for?  

 

And the older we get, the more important the question becomes. 

 

What will be your legacy? And what, in fact, is a legacy?  

 

A legacy is the lasting impact and difference your life will have made when your spirit and 

body separate, when you die.  It’s the memories or lessons you leave behind. Legacies can 

be positive or negative - anything that lasts beyond you. It can be something that’s handed 

down - a character trait, a reputation, or a pattern of behaviour. 

 

As we have studied the life of Joseph we have seen how he overcame a lot and endured 

much adversity. We have seen how God used Joseph - and also how God prepared him 



through a lifetime of detours. But we also see that through it all, that his character and his 

faith never diminish.  

 

When Joseph’s life was over, what did HE leave behind? How is Joseph remembered?  

How will YOU be remembered?  

 

Something we should learn from the life of Joseph is this; some of the most extraordinary 

legacies can belong to the most ordinary people - who live a life of faithfulness.  

 

1. God uses the ordinary in extraordinary ways 

The world says that legacies belong to people who are powerful, wealthy and famous. I am 

sure that many examples come to mind. 

 

Yet, the truth is that EVERYONE of us will leave a legacy - and we see from the Bible that 

some of the most extraordinary legacies can belong to the most ordinary people.  

God is often at work among the ordinary, forgotten or weak. 

 

God, takes Joseph - a slave and later a forgotten prisoner - and prepares him and uses him 

mightily. The outcome of the life of Joseph is incredible, it is one that would normally have 

been unlikely, or at best, improbable! Joseph faced many difficulties, one would wonder if 

he would be able to recover. And yet we discover, at the end of his life, Joseph leaves a 

legacy that I think many would choose to model their lives on.  



 

 And think about Jesus’ disciples. If you are building a global outreach, if you're going to 

build something that's going to cross cultures and span the centuries, would you pick a 

bunch of ordinary men - fishermen and tax collectors? But their legacy speaks for itself. 

 

We see through it all that God delights in doing extraordinary things through ordinary 

people, and they're the ones who sometimes leave the greatest legacies of all.  

 

 Now the world also likes to tell us that legacies are determined in the milestone moments 

of life - but the truth is that legacies are sum total of the daily decisions of life. 

 

Joseph’s life shows that its modelling faith daily, that matters most. It’s our faithfulness  - 

the daily decisions that mould and shape us.  

 

The truth is that an ordinary man who decides to live a righteous and faithful life, and leave 

a righteous legacy - and can become an extraordinary man.  

 

We WILL all leave a legacy.  And as we look at Joseph's legacy, I encourage you to be 

thinking about yours…. 

 

2. A legacy that lasts. Joseph was a man of…. 



When we think about how Joseph is remembered, there are certain things that just jump 

out. There are some character traits that you just can’t miss. This is the man that Joseph 

was. 

 

 It is also interesting to think that Joseph may not have had any role model - anyone 

showing him the right kind of attitude and behaviour  - but we would be wise to model 

ourselves on him. 

 

Joseph is remembered as a man of LOYALTY. Our loyalty is most accurately measured by 

answering the question, “How much do people trust me?”  Joseph's loyalty is most clearly 

seen in his relationships with his family and authority. Both Potiphar and then Pharaoh, one 

of the most powerful men in the world, trusted Joseph - a slave, and later a prisoner - with 

basically everything they had. Now that’s remarkable loyalty on the part of Joseph. But we 

also see that he demonstrates the same loyalty with his family. Joseph was loyal to his 

father. When Jacob dies, he keeps his word to his father and buries him in Canaan, as Jacob 

had made him promise to do. Interestingly, even when his father dies, his loyalty remains to 

the brothers who had originally betrayed him. He has to remind his brothers that they are 

free to live their lives in Egypt. Joseph’s treatment of his brothers didn’t depend on his 

father being alive. He keeps his word to his brothers and is consistent. What a challenge to 

us. Are we loyal like this? Can we be trusted like this? Loyalty is definitely something you 

can’t fake! 

 



But not only is he a man of loyalty, Joseph is also remembered as a man of FORGIVENESS. 

Joseph has already forgiven his brothers; he's assured them that he's going to take care of 

them. He is not holding a grudge against them. But finally, when Jacob dies, all bets are off 

at this point, and the brothers now are so fearful. They say: "Okay, out of respect to Jacob, 

he's spared our lives, but dad's gone and we're in big trouble."  

 

Joseph's brothers were still full of guilt and were afraid that Joseph would seek revenge. 

You can feel their fear in the accounts that you read in Genesis 50. They ask for mercy in 

memory of their father. Again, there's no record of Jacob saying, "Go to your brother and 

say that I asked for this." Maybe he did, maybe he didn't. We don't really know, but it's a 

smart strategy on their part. Once again, they bow down before Joseph. This is at least the 

fourth time that they have done that, in fulfillment of the promise from over 20 years ago. 

But once again Joseph assures them that they have been forgiven, and he says, "You don't 

need to be afraid." 

  

You see not everyone who says “ I forgive you” really does. But forgiveness is such an 

important part of the legacy that we can choose to leave. And it’s benefits are for us too, 

not just the person being forgiven. You've heard the statement before, that refusing to 

forgive is like drinking poison yourself, in hopes that it might kill the other person. It's not 

the other person who usually suffers. Somebody else said, refusing to forgive is like taking 

the keys to your life and handing them to the person who has hurt you the most and saying, 

"Here, you fully control me." The truth is that forgiving others actually sets us free. 



 

When we forgive, we also trust that God will be the ultimate judge. Joseph in no way 

excuses his family’s behavior, as that’s beyond his control, but he does what he is able to do 

and is called to do, and he forgives and allows God to be the judge. 

 

You see forgiveness also comes with the PERSPECTIVE that acknowledges that it’s 

ultimately God who is in control. This is a real challenge to us. Joseph has that perspective 

and is able to see God’s goodness and plan in every circumstance. In Genesis 50 verse 20 he 

tells his brothers; “ You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish 

what is now being done, the saving of many lives”.  It is this perspective that enables us to 

live our lives in a way that pleases God. 

 

Joseph, through forgiveness, was able to see things differently from his brothers. Being 

convinced of the goodness of God in every circumstance does give us a new perspective. 

Those with a ‘Joseph perspective’ are able to discover how their personal story fits into 

God’s greater story. Joseph’s forgiveness also shows us a picture of what Jesus did on the 

cross for us. Through His suffering, those who believe are saved from disaster. We are 

forgiven, pardoned and cared for by God himself. What an incredible Old Testament Gospel 

story.  

  

 

 

 



3. Faith Counts - a lot 

We have seen how Joseph was a man of loyalty, forgiveness and perspective. But he was 

also a man of remarkable faith.  

 

In fact that’s how Hebrews chapter 11 describes Joseph - as a man of faith. Hebrews 11 is 

called the ‘Hall of Faith’. In this chapter, each hero is listed for a particular action or 

decision.  And here Joseph is remembered as a man of faith. 

 

Hebrews 11: 22 says; “By faith, Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the Exodus of 

the Israelites from Egypt, and gave instructions about his bones." Here Joseph is listed as a 

man of faith -  because he HAD faith and trusted that God would come through on His 

promise to bring His people to the Promised Land. And shortly before his death, Joseph is 

so certain about this, that he predicted the Exodus and he gave instructions about his 

bones. I guess you could say that he wanted to be part of it! 

 

Genesis 50:24 records:  Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I'm about to die, but God will 

surely come to your aid, and take you up out of this land to the land he promised, on oath 

to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath, and said, 

"God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this place." 

Joseph died at the age of 110, and after they embalmed him, he was placed in a grave in 

Egypt.  

 



We read in Exodus chapter 13, that four centuries later, Moses takes Joseph's bones with 

him out of Egypt and carries them for 40 years through the wilderness. Finally, Joshua 

would eventually take the bones into the promised land and eventually bury them there.  

 

According to the New Testament, one of Joseph’s greatest legacies is faith.  It took faith in 

God’s goodness to remain loyal in difficult situations. Joseph’s ability to forgive and his 

understanding that God was in control - are also great demonstrations of his faith in God. 

His Faith was in his God who had a perfect plan. Joseph He did not live for the moment, nor 

was he controlled by past hurts. He was able to see that God used his suffering to save his 

family and His own covenant people.  Joseph’s faith was deeply rooted in both the ability 

and goodness of God. It was a faith that helped him to trust in God’s promises beyond his 

lifetime. And it was faith that drove Joseph toward fulfilling God’s purposes for his life.  I 

don’t know about you, but I want a faith like that. 

 

There are times in life when we can all become discouraged, when we wonder when God 

will come through for us. As we face our difficulties, may we be faithful in the day in and 

day out of life. A faithfulness that is consistent - whether or not people are watching. May 

we be known as men and women of faith in our promise-keeping God. 

 

A legacy of faith is the greatest investment anyone can make. Faith pleases God and it often 

extends beyond our own generation and experience - in ways we could never have 

imagined. 



 

Conclusion 

Our culture says legacies are for the rich and famous. God says, not so fast. Legacies are for 

ordinary people just like you, just like me. The truth is that each of us will have a legacy. 

Each of us will leave a story. How you live your life will leave a story. How will you be 

remembered? 

 

Think about the amazing legacy that we’ve seen from Joseph’s life. Remember, he started 

out as ordinary - as a slave and a prisoner.  But he's a man of loyalty. He's a man of 

forgiveness. He's a man of perspective, able to understand his life as part of God’s big story 

- and God uses him mightily. And then importantly, he's also a man of faith. So much so, 

that he believes the Exodus is coming, even though it's not reality for centuries.  

 

An ordinary man who decides to leave a godly legacy can become an extraordinary man. In 

fact, some of the most extraordinary legacies belong to ordinary people - who live a life of 

faithfulness.  

 

The good news is that while you can’t write a new beginning to your story, you can begin 

today to write a brand new ending. You can begin today to live your life so that it will make 

a lasting impact and difference. What are you doing today to build your legacy? 

 

 


