
 

Pastor’s Circle - Sermon Tools  

‘Finding Purpose When Life Doesn’t Make Sense’ - six sermons on the life of Joseph 

 

Sermon Four: “Engaging our World, God’s Way” 

 

Central idea: 

We are called to engage with our world - in a way that brings God honour - and blesses 

others. 

 

Main points: 

1. God will never forget about us 

2. God centered solutions to the nations problems 

  

3. God elevates his servants - so that they can bring Him honour 

 

 

Sermon Outline 

 

1. God will never forget about us 

a. People may disappoint, but God never forgets 

b. God has a plan and rewards faithfulness in His time  

c. We need to give God the credit and glory for our success 

 

2. God centered solutions to the nations problems 

a. Character counts 



b. Joseph is given great responsibility - his witness and God’s favour are evident 

c. God prepares us for His plan 

 

3. God elevates his servants - so that they can bring Him honour 

a. God brings Joseph through a time of suffering to blessing 

b. Joseph’s influence blesses the nation  

c. How will you use your influence? 

 
 
 
 

Transcript 

It seems many Christians are struggling with how to express their faith in today’s world. Our 

society has changed dramatically and it can be quite hostile. We ponder this issue of how to 

engage with the world - what to do with our area of influence? How to live out our Christian 

faith? 

 

Yet God calls us to love the people we live among - and to work hard for the success of our 

society - so that opportunities will come our way to show people WHO our great God is. 

 

The life of Joseph shows us that this is not only possible, but it is the best way for us to 

meaningfully engage with our world.  

  

1. God will never forget about us 

If there’s anything that we’ve learnt so far from the life of Joseph, it is that life is not always 

what we expect it to be or even fair. Where we pick up the story in Genesis chapter 41, 



Joseph is in prison and he has been there now for more than two years - for an offence he 

did not actually commit! He has demonstrated his reliability to the warden and served 

faithfully - but it’s been two years! And his hopes of perhaps getting out earlier have been 

dashed. It certainly doesn't look as if he is going to have much influence. 

 

But as we will discover, God works everything out in his time, which often takes a little 

longer than we expect.  

 

So during this time, Joseph interpreted a dream for the chief baker who was also 

imprisoned - and as Joseph rightly predicted, the chief baker was executed. He also 

interpreted a dream for the chief cupbearer. Joseph again got the outcome right - and the 

cupbearer is eventually released. And he says to the cupbearer before they part, "When 

you get to Pharaoh, tell him of my innocence, remind him of my story. Tell him, and maybe 

he'll come for me."  

 

And the chief cupbearer is so grateful because Joseph has interpreted his dream and it's a 

dream with a positive outcome. "Of course, I could never forget you." But then he goes off 

and he's free and he does forget. And Joseph waits for two years before the cupbearer 

remembers him. 

 

Two years! That’s a long time - Joseph may have lost all hope of the cupbearer fulfilling his 

promise to him. You see people may disappoint us, but God Almighty never forgets. God’s 



detours in our lives don’t mean he’s forgotten about us, but they do mean that we have to 

be patient with his work in our hearts and lives. If God is really in control, then Joseph was 

right where he was supposed to be - in that solitary confinement for his solitary refinement! 

 

Now one night, Pharaoh has two disturbing dreams. In his dreams, he pictures seven 

healthy fat cows grazing by the river and then along come seven scrawny gaunt cows who 

eat up the seven healthy cows. Pharaoh is troubled by this and he wakes up, but he's able 

to go back to sleep. And then he has another dream: seven heads of good healthy grain are 

swallowed up by seven thin scorched heads of grain. 

 

Pharaoh wakes up in the morning and his mind is troubled. And if Pharaoh is troubled, the 

whole nation is troubled, especially when none of Egypt's magicians or wise men could 

interpret the dreams. This is their job. That's why they are paid. This should have been their 

one shining moment to be able to explain this to Pharaoh, to bring some peace to his 

troubled soul, and they all fail miserably.  ( Now just as an aside - where do you go when 

your heart is troubled?) 

 

Now at this point in the story - and at just the right time - because God’s plans are always 

on time, in verse 9, the cupbearer remembers Joseph, from his own prison days. And so he 

tells Pharaoh that Joseph is likely to be able to accurately interpret his dream.  

 



In verse 14, Pharaoh quickly sends for Joseph. He's brought out of prison, cleaned up, made 

to look presentable, and he's finally taken before Pharaoh. And in verse 15, Pharaoh says to 

Joseph, "I had a dream and no one can interpret it. But I have heard it said that when you 

hear a dream, you can interpret it." 

 

What a moment! If there's ever a time you better be ready to give an answer for the hope 

that lies within you, it's right here! This is Joseph’s moment to shine. Joseph's response in 

verse 16 is somewhat surprising. He simply says, "I cannot do it, " - but I don’t think he 

lingered very long before going on and saying, "But God will give Pharaoh the interpretation 

of his dreams." 

 

You find in Joseph this pattern, that he's so careful to give God the credit and the glory for 

his success. What an example for us to follow. Joseph is not concerned about bargaining for 

his freedom and setting up a deal in advance, he displays trust in God and complete 

integrity, which seems to have impressed Pharaoh. Joseph's humility is so consistent and he 

says, "I can't do it, but God will give Pharaoh the answer that he is seeking." 

  

Joseph says to Pharaoh, "Here's the deal. Both dreams have the same meaning. Those two 

dreams, they're really one dream. They're just two different pictures teaching the same 

truth. God is revealing to you, Pharaoh, what He's about to do. He's showing you a glimpse 

of the future. The future is this: both the seven healthy cows and the seven healthy heads 

of grain are the same thing. There will be seven years of abundant harvest. The seven 



scrawny cows, the seven scorched heads of wheat, they're also the same thing - the seven 

years of famine that will follow the seven abundant years."  

 

Why is it repeated? Well, for two reasons, really to show Pharaoh it's definite and it's soon. 

It's going to happen. God has made up His mind. This is not negotiable, and you better 

move quickly because it won't be long before this dream becomes reality.  

 

2. God centered solutions to the nations problems 

Joseph goes on in Genesis 41 verse 33 and he says, "Pharaoh, you need to appoint a person 

to lead this charge, give him authority and put under him other commissioners who will 

have authority, and this is what ought to happen. During the seven years of good times, we 

ought to stockpile grain and get ready for the hard times." 

 

In this interaction with Egypt’s most powerful man, Joseph recommends God-centered 

solutions to the nation's problems.  

 

Joseph also recommends to Pharaoh that he looks for a person who is wise and discerning. 

He needs the right kind of person for this unique job! Isn’t it amazing how often we tend to 

put the focus on competency when we hire someone? Sometimes we even shift the focus 

to charisma and there's a role for those things, but character, at the end of the day, is 

what's going to determine success, especially in God’s eyes. 

 



Notice Joseph didn’t recommend himself for the position. He didn’t try to elevate himself. 

In fact, as a prisoner, he may have felt that he wouldn’t be worthy or even considered. He 

leaves the entire matter as a decision for Pharaoh - who is in God’s hands. Joseph shows 

that humility is important, if we are going to serve and please God.  

 

But Pharoah is astute enough to recognize the characteristics needed for this important 

role, and he sees them in a prisoner he has known for only a short while. He must have 

recognized something different in Joseph - because he does entrust this important role to 

Joseph. He gives him the responsibility, position, authority and power to make policies that 

will affect the entire nation. And with this, God initiates the next season of Joseph’s life. 

 

But let’s consider, what was it that Pharaoh saw in Joseph? Maybe it was the character God 

had developed in him while he was in prison and a slave. Maybe it was his humility and his 

refusal to take credit for God’s work. Joseph's plan made sense - and he demonstrated the 

integrity needed to carry it out. Joseph’s witness to God and the favour of God on Joseph’s 

life, is evident to all who are around him - including Pharoah.  

 

You see when God is at work, he needs the right people, with the right character, in the 

right positions. And so Pharaoh puts Joseph in charge of everything and he gives him 

everything that he would need, all the authority, with only one limitation. But then he also 

gives him the symbols of his leadership. He gives him a signet ring. He gives him fine linen 

garments, which must've felt so good after living in a prison for those years. Joseph even 



gets a gold necklace. Imagine this, a slave and prisoner now wearing gold. What an amazing 

transformation this is and what a picture of the Gospel. He even gets the second chariot; he 

will ride right behind Pharaoh. He's second in command. He gives him a new name. In fact, 

he even gives him an Egyptian wife. Pharaoh provides everything that he needs to take on 

that new responsibility, yet we all know that it is God who is behind all this!  

 

You see the qualities that Pharoah needed in the person that would prepare the nation for 

famine, happen to be the qualities that God has consistently developed in Joseph 

throughout his life - and during those detours as a slave and prisoner. God always has a 

plan and his detours always make sense.  

 

This brings us to our last point; let’s look at how...  

 

3. God elevates his servants - so that they can bring Him honour 

Genesis 41:46  gives us a timeline and it says, "Joseph was 30 years old when he entered 

the service of Pharaoh, King of Egypt." There are two ways of looking at this statement 

depending on your age. If you're 22 years old, you may think that half his life has been 

wasted. If you're older, you may think that slavery and imprisonment weren’t really that 

expensive a price to pay. He's 30 years old and he's the number two guy in Egypt, and he 

has his whole life ahead of him. Again, God's perspective on time is often different than 

ours. God is able, unlike humans, to redeem our time and to accelerate our influence and 

ministry.  

 



Genesis 41: 50 says, "Before the years of famine came, Joseph married this woman, 

Asenath, who was the daughter of Potiphera, priest of On". They have two sons. God 

blessed Joseph with these two sons. The first one, he named Manasseh, which means God 

has made me forget all of my troubles. He's made me forget my father's household. Now, I 

don't think his mind is erased of those things, but it's Joseph's way of saying, I've moved on, 

I'm no longer bound by the past. And the other son, Ephraim, his name means: God has 

made me fruitful in the land of my suffering. God had truly elevated Joseph and he is 

experiencing God’s blessing. 

 

Even in the years of famine, God also uses Joseph’s strategy to bless and prosper all of 

Egypt. People from all over the world eventually come to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph. 

The amazing thing to me is that Egypt was generous with their resources and resisted the 

temptation to hoard. In fact, it says, even before the famine ended, they opened their 

storehouses and they began to sell what they had. As a result of this, Egypt's wealth 

increased and also their influence as a global superpower was strengthened. 

 

Now only God could elevate a rejected brother, a falsely accused slave, and a forgotten 

prisoner to a position of global economic and political influence. Only God does stuff like 

this. This isn't an isolated time in Scripture. There are multiple times when this happens. In 

fact, 1 Corinthians 1:27 to 29 tells us that this is actually what God likes to do. He likes to 

choose the foolish things to confound the wise. He likes to take weak things and show 

people that strength doesn't come from within us.  



 

Why does He do all this? Because those are precisely the kind of people who are not full of 

pride. Those are the kind of people, that when the success comes, will go, "Well, thanks, I 

appreciate your encouragement, but it's really not me. What you're seeing is God doing His 

work through me," and they really believe that.  

 

God elevates His servants in order that they may honour Him in work and witness. Joseph 

understood that. Joseph jumped right in there. He didn't start with Pharaoh by saying, 

"Well, you know what? If God's going to bless this nation, we got to trash all these false 

gods and goddesses. Pharaoh, you're not a god. If you are a god, you know, why would you 

call on me for help?" There's a time for those conversations later. Instead Joseph engaged 

with and served his society. He got involved in what they cared about, and that's what built 

him a platform to share powerfully about his God. 

 

 

 
Conclusion 

What is your story? Do you need to be reminded that just like with Joseph, God won’t 

forget you? If there’s anything that the life of Joseph teaches us, it is that God’s never done 

with us and he never leaves us, nor forsakes us. 

  



And if you’re on a detour and experiencing adversity - what perhaps is God preparing you 

for? And what character is he wanting to develop in you? God is in it for the long haul and 

he develops our heart and character through every experience we endure. 

 

God also gave Joseph various platforms of influence - in Potiphar’s house, in prison and 

finally in Egypt’s government. Your life may not be the same. but he certainly has you 

somewhere. What platform of influence has God entrusted to you - and how will you live 

out that role to bring God glory? Will your character bear witness to God? Will His favour on 

your life be evident to all? What practical step will you take to perhaps leverage your 

influence and help bring God centered solutions to our society? 

May I encourage you to join God at work in our world. May God open our heart and our 

eyes to the times in which we live - and how we can be the salt of the earth - as we engage 

with our society - to like Joseph, be a blessing to those around us. May we use our influence 

to bring him glory - and yes to endure and thrive within our land.  

 

Engaging with our society, without compromising our character and values, is part of God’s 

plan for us. Obedience to his purposes and a heart of humility will result in God accelerating 

our influence - and blessing us in ways we could never imagine! 


